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the Duchess of Hohenberg preferred to absent themselves
from Court functions altogether.39
As Franz Ferdinand found that his wife was slighted
and rebuffed at Vienna, he was all the more grateful for
the more generous attitude which Emperor William dis-
played towards her. This explains in part the increasingly
close relations which developed in the years before the War
between the German Kaiser and the Archduke. On his
first visit to Berlin Franz Ferdinand had been captivated,
as had been so many others, by the Kaiser;s vivacity, in-
tellectual interests, and efforts to please. In November,
1908, the German Emperor stayed for two days with Franz
Ferdinand for hunting at Eckartsau on the Danube, and
their relations grew more intimate. A year later the Arch-
duke was invited to Potsdam and the Duchess of Hohen-
berg was included in the invitation. There she was re-
ceived with all the honors due to an Arcfiduchess. The
Kaiser's tact was in striking contrast to the galling etiquette
at Vienna. At dinners at the Austrian Court, the Duchess-
of Hohenberg had been compelled to sit far removed from
her husband at the foot of the table, below all the Austrian
Archduchesses. At Potsdam the embarrassment of having
her sit at a long table above others who were of higher
39 Cf. the clerical Reichpost, a journal regarded as the personal organ
of Franz Ferdinand, Jan. 17, 1911: "We are not acquainted with the
reasons for the absence of the exalted couple, but we should find it com-
prehensible if the position assigned to the Consort of the Heir to the
throne by the present Court ceremonial should have been thought unnec-
essarily painful. According to this ceremonial, the wife of the Heir Pre-
sumptive is preceded not only by the married ladies of the Imperial
House, but even by the youngest Princesses. We remember the disagree-
able scejie at the Court Ball two years ago, when the members of the
Imperial House appeared in the Ballroom, each Imperial Prince with a
lady on his arm according to rank, whereas the wife of the Heir to the
Throne was obliged to enter the room last, alone and without escort. As
several young Archduchesses appear this year at the Court Ball for the
first time, the rigors of the ceremonial hitherto observed would, perhaps
have been even more conspicuous. It would be very intelligible if the
Duchess Sophie of Hohenberg should have wished to avoid a painful
situation, if only out of regard for her exalted husband."